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METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
DESIGNATION REPORT—INDIVIDUAL SITE 

Designation No. < ~6\o0\ 

Date of Filing So\^C 
Date of Designation 

Owner(s) 

Peter R. Hoffmann and wife Kathleen Hoffmann. 

Mailing Address 

15655 S.W. 232 Street, Miami, Florida 33170. 


SURVEY FINDINGS: 

_H.A.B.S _Natl. Reg. _H.A.E.R. _Other: 

iLDade County Historic Survey Findings: 

RATING: 2 Architecture 1 History 1 Context 

SITE LOCATION: 

Lot marked SCHOOL 183.7 feet by 183.7 feet GRIFFIN SILVER PALM SUBDIVISION, 
according to the plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 26 of the Public 
Records of Dade County, Florida. , 


Current Zoning (describe): 


BU - 1 

Business - Neighborhood. 















SIGNIFICANCE 


□ Archeology-Prehistoric 

□ Archeology-Historic 

□ Agriculture 
0 Architecture 

□ Art 

□ Commerce 

□ Communications 

0 Community Planning 
Q Conservation 

□ Economics 

□ Education 


□ Engineering 

® Exploration/Settlement 

□ Historical Events 
LI Industry 

□ Invention 

Q Landscape Architecture 
Q Law 

□ Literature 

□ Military 

□ Music 


□ People 

□ Philosophy 

D Politics/Government 

□ Religion 

□ Science 
D Sculpture 

D Social/Humanirarian 

□ Theater 

□ Transportation 

□ Other (special) 


Significance — Brief summary inc luding documentary evidence that indicates the historical, 
architectural or archeological significance of the site. 


Built in 1904 the structure at 15655 S.W. 232 Street originally served as a 
school house. The first floor contained the classrooms for the school and the 
second floor was one large gathering hall for church services and meetings. The 
school was built by Mr. Charles Gossman, an early homesteader. The Dade County 
School Board furnished the lumber as the coamunity had outgrown the small one 
room school it had been using since 1900. 

Several denominations shared the second floor gathering hall, principally 
Methodist and Baptist. This went on until one Baptist preacher made a sermon in 
which he stated "There are no Methodists in heaven". He split the congregation 
in two, the Baptists going one way, the Methodist the other. 

The Methodists started planning to build their own church, the Baptists also as 
the student population was growing and the second floor would soon be needed for 
classroom space. 

The structure housed the school until approximately 1916 when the Redland School 
was built. In 1919 the Board of Public Instruction sold the property to 
Dr. W.W. Cunningham after he retired to Florida from Tennessee. He and his wife 
raised their five sons in the old school house.' In June of 1976 Mary Cunningham 
and Elizabeth Cunningham both widows of two of the five Cunningham sons, sold 
the property to Peter R. Hoffmann and Kathleen B. Hoffmann. They have lived at 
the house since they bought it. 

This two-story frame construction building is a fine example of early Frame 
Vernacular architecture in Dade County. It is representative of the rural 
character of structures along the early crossroads comnunities that developed in 
South Dade County. 


(Use additional sheets if necessary) 


SEE CONTINUATION SHEET □ 






Current Use (describe): 
Residential 


Current Condition: 


(X) Excellent 
□ Unaltered 
(3 Original Site 


□ Good □ 
0 Altered 
□ Moved 


Fair 


D Deteriorated 


D Unexposed 


Physical Description of Site (see attached photos): 

The old Silver Palm School House is a two-story rectangular wood frane 
building. Faced in horizontal weatherboard (drop siding), the main features are 
the large porches in the front and back of the house, typical of early 
structures in Dade County. 

Raised three steps from the ground, the front two-story porch covering the 
length of the front facade, is supported by six square wood posts on concrete 
block piers with concrete caps. The deck is concrete. The upper porch has the 
same six wood posts and has been screened in. A wood slat balustrade surrounds 
all of the second floor porch and it is covered by a secondary hip roof faced in 
asbestos shingles. The floor is wood. 

To the back of the house there is a one-story concrete porch elevated 3 
steps off the ground; it is covered by a low pitch shed roof faced in asbestos 
shingles. To the east of the porch concrete stairs lead to a second floor door. 
This back porch along with the stairs are a recent addition to the house. Very- 
little consideration has been given to making these additions in character with 
the house's original architectural style. Such is not the case with the front 
porch. A 1911 photograph shows the front porch's design to be much as it is 
today except for the balustrade which was originally "Chippendalesque" in 
inspiration. An exterior staircase located to the west of the front facade and 
leading to the second story porch has been removed. Windows have been changed 
from double hung sash wooden windows to metal frame aluminum awnings. 
Fenestration follows a loosely symmetrical pattern permitting cross ventilation. 
Seme have been reduced to smaller sizes and it is possible that what once was a 
central front door has been moved off center to the east. The house is still 
covered by a large hip roof but the bell tower and steps leading to it has long 
been removed. Most of the house's siding is original and the original 
sheathing is still on the roof. The porch railing and floor were redone about a 
year ago. 

Except for these minor changes to the exterior, the house today stands much 
as- it did at the turn of the century when it was built. 

The structure is a graceful and basically unaltered example of early Frame 
Vernacular architecture in Dade County. Its location on a .77 landscaped acre 
-lot at the crossroads of Silver Palm Drive and Newton Road renders this building 
one of Silver Palm's most significant and noticeable structures. It reflects 
well the architecture of this historic crossroads comnunity. 


(Use additional sheets if necessary) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET □ 










Impacts—Impact of the designation on proposed public improvements, 
renewal projects or private development. 


Staff Recommendation: 


Staff reccmriends the designation of 15655 S.W. 232 Street as a local 
individual historic site. 


Special Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness: 
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Draft Resolution Designating the Property: 


Whereas, the Silver Palm School House was built in 1904, 

Whereas, the Silver Palm School house is a rare and outstanding example of 
early Frame Vernacular architecture, 

Whereas, the Silver Palm School House is located at the center of the 
Silver Palm crossroads comnunity, 

Whereas the Silver Palm School House is located at lot marked SCHOOL 
183.7 feet by 183.7 feet GRIFFIN SILVER PALM SUBDIVISION, according to the plat 
thereof, recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 26 of the Public Records of Dade 
County, Florida. 

Now therefore be it resolved that the Historic Preservation Board on 
Wednesday, March 19, 1986 has designated the Silver Palm School House as an 
individual historic site pursuant to the Metropolitan Dade County Historic 
Preservation Ordinance (81-13) and that the Silver Palm School House is subject 
to all rights, privileges and requirements of that ordinance. 



Designation is approved as evidenced by the signature of the 
Historic Preservation Board Chairman. 




The Silver Palm School House. 

15655 S.W. 232 Street, Miami, FL. 33170 


Front elevation of the Silver Palm School House 
(1985) 






































The Silver Palm School House. 

15655 S.W. 232 Street, Miami, FL. 

Southwest comer of the Silver Palm 
School House (1985) 


33170 





































The Silver Palm School House. 

15655 S.W. 232 Street, Miami, FL. 33170 


Southeast comer of the Silver Palm 
School House. (1911) 














The Silver Palm School House. 

15655 S.W. 232 Street;, Miami, FL. 33170 

Southeast comer of the Silver Palm School 
House. (1985) 






























The Silver Palm School House. 

15655 S.W. 232 Street, Miami, FL. 33170 

Northwest comer of the Silver Palm School House 
(1985) 




























WARRANTY deed 


52n, , r’5 SSSS '' s ^ t ' 

f^° ri ^2'P AN R - CUNNVNGHAM a/k/a D 
^r , D f f -^ he Couj, ty of Dade, C„„ 

*nd PETER R. HOFFMANNand KATHLEEN J 

P° 8t office address is 15655 s H 


wsSKS * 1 

CUNNYNGHAN a/k/a ELIZABCTH 
the County of Dade, state of 
- ” 3 • R * CUHNYNGHAM, a sin 

State of Florida. GRANTORS, 
HOFFMANN, his wife, 

~ 232nd St reet r 

State ofFlorida 


County 


Lot marked School 183 
GRIPPING SILVER PALM : 
to the Plat thereof, j 
5, at Page 26, i 
County, Florida 

SUBJECT TO conditions, restrictions 
ana easements of record. 

SUBJECT TO zoning ordinances applies 

SUBJECT TO taxes for the year 1976 i 
subsequent years. * 


1.7 feet by 183.7 
SUBDIVISION, acc< 
recorded in Plat 
of the Public Records < 


limitations 


®^*d said Grantors do hereby 
land, and will defend the e 
all persons whomsoever. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF 
Grantors hands and seals th< 

Signed, sealed and deliverer 


_(Seal) 

an unremarried 


^(Seal) 


«TcURH7HSI 


VV/a 


blixabbth b. CUNNYNGHAX 
unremarried widow 

Pjt 


(ShI) 


0. R. CONNYMGHAM 


H.O R,t ? A 


















































































